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CoMpany preSentation

XL PRODUCTION
MC VILLA LOBOS
XL production was founded in 2000 in Brussels by Brazilian dancer/ 
choreographer Maria Clara Villa Lobos after her first group creation “XL, 
because size does matter” which inspired the name of the structure. 
XL production stands for an extra large conception of what dance can 
be, as MCVL’s work is hybrid, unconventional and questions the codes 
of representation. Composed by a crew of international freelance 
collaborators, MCVL likes to work with “acting dancers” and “dancing 
actors”, erasing the borders between these two categories.

Since 2000, XL production has been producing dance-theatre 
performances which have been shown to a wide range of audiences, 
from school groups of children to teenagers, as well as adult audiences, 

in renowned theaters and 
festivals around the world.

What characterizes the 
company’s works is its critical 
and provocative, yet very 
humorous and visual approach 
to social topics, mass media and 
mass culture in general. The 
accessible and original aspects 
of the company’s works have 
been appreciated over the years 
by professionals and audiences 
alike.  Since 2011, the company 
has been quite active in the youth 
dance & theatre field, with the 
creation and touring of “Têtes 
à Têtes” which has opened new 
doors and perspectives for the 
company, allowing it to explore 
new ways of communicating with 
different audiences. 



2000 Creation of the piece « XL, because size does matter » in Brussels. The piece is highly 
acclaimed in the field and sets off the career of Villa Lobos as a choreographer. The piece 
tours nationally and internationally in more than 10 countries ( Belgium, France, Austria, 
Poland, Germany, England, Danemark, Sweden, Switzerland, Brazil…) mainly between 2000 
and 2006.

2001 - 2002 XL Production establishes as a company, in residence at Villanella, production house based 
in Antwerp

2002 Creation of the piece « XS », a production for children, produced by Villanella, touring in 
Flanders and Holland

2003 Creation of « M, an average piece » in Brussels

2004 « XL, because size does matter » is presented at Théâtre de la Bastille in Paris, with great 
success, the piece tours in France for the next two seasons

XL PRODUCTION’S 
hISTORy IN kEy DATES:

2005 « M, an average piece » is presented at Théâtre des Doms in Avignon’s Off Festival, touring 
in France, South Korea, Brazil amongst others. Creation of the solo « XXL », made to 
measure for an « xxl » performer.

2006 Touring of the pieces « XL » and « M » in Belgium,France,England, Brazil, Portugal...

2007 - 2008 Creation at Théâtre de Liège of the piece « Super ! », in co-production with Charleroi-
danses. Touring of « XL » and « M » in Germany, Holland.

2009 - 2010 Creation of the solo « Head On », at Brigittines in Brussels

2011 Creation of the youth dance theatre production « Têtes à Têtes » at Rencontres du théâtre 
jeune public » in Huy, Belgium

2012 - 2013 Touring of « Têtes à Têtes » in Belgium, France, Italy and Brazil. MCVL is invited to become 
artist in residence at Théâtre Les tanneurs in Brussels for 3 seasons. The pieces « XL » and 
« M » are taken back at this occasion, to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the company.

2014 Premiere of Mas-Sacre at Théâtre Les Tanneurs. The piece is selected by Théâtre des 
Doms to be performed during the Off festival of Avignon where it is highly acclaimed by 
the press and audience.

2014 - 2015 « Têtes à Têtes » will be entering its 4th season of performances, starting at La Biennale de 
la danse in Lyon, and tours further in Belgium, Holland, France, Switzerland and Italy...



At the occasion of the 100th anniversary 
of the premiere of “Sacre du Printemps” in 
Paris, in May 1913, Maria Clara Villa Lobos 
takes the chance to give her own dance-
theatre version of this historical and major 
piece of the dance repertory.
The piece was qualified as “Massacre 
du Printemps” by outraged spectators 
who were shocked by Nijinsky’s avant-
gardistic choreography as well as by the 
revolutionary aspect of Stravinsky’s music.
With “MAS-SACRE”, MCVL wants to refer to 
that page of history in an ironic manner, 
by taking the idea of « massacre » literally, 
taking as main subject the production and 
slaughter of the thousands of animals 

MAS-SACRE
the Show which are daily killed to feed us. She 

combines in this way the desire to work 
on the music of Stravinsky, with the wish 
to reflect upon this crucial subject and 
continue her investigation, as previously 
with XXL, XL and M, of consumer society.
The profit oriented methods of the 
industrial livestock production system 
dialogues with the violence present in the 
music of Stravinsky, in a set that combines 
projected images with the movements 
of the performers. These incarnate, in 
the first part of the show, meat factory 
workers, in an awkward and comical 
ballet of flying chickens and mechanically 
synchronized steps, inspired by the 
machines used in the meat factories.
The set created by Frédérique De 
Montblanc, composed by plastic translucid 
curtains all around stage plunges the 
spectator into the cold atmosphere of a 
factory, while the video created by Lucas 



Racasse creates a changing environment that 
accentuates the immersive experience.

In the second part of the show, a shift occurs 
and the relation between animal meat and 
human flesh is explored and becomes the 
main focus. By juxtaposing the body of a naked 
dancer and that of a chicken, the spectator 
is confronted to the anatomical similarities 
between the two bodies. The chicken becomes 
« alive » by the manipulation of the performers, 
creating a strange pas-de-deux with the dancer, 
reminding us of the fragile and mortal nature of 
all living beings.

Radically changing atmosphere, just like in 
Stravinsky’s music, the meat factory workers 
transform into hungry clowns, inspired by 
Ronald Mac Donald, the emblematic mascot of 
the world’s largest fast-food corporation. 
The ritualized sacrifice of a “man-pig” becomes 
the symbol of our own contradiction : who and 

what are we actually sacrificing today for the 
sake of profit, for the sake of our meat driven 
diet ? Problems such as obesity, deforestation 
and degradation of the environment which are 
referred to in the piece, give a contemporary 
interpretation of the idea of sacrifice, present 
in the original ballet of « Sacre du printemps », 
where a young virgin is sacrificed to the Gods of 
fertility.

With humour, intelligence and irony, “Mas-
Sacre” reinterprets Stravinsky’s Masterpiece with 
a critical gaze upon consumer society and asks 
the question : is animal meat really just like any 
other consumption good that we buy ?

Link to view the teaser online :
http://vimeo.com/90869108

Link to view the full show online :
http://vimeo.com/90984435 
(access code : lestanneurs7321)



CREDITS
Conception / direction / choreography : Maria Clara Villa Lobos
Performers : Coral Ortega, Barthélémy Valmont, Clément Thirion, Alberto Velasco
Music : Igor Stravinsky, Brigitte Bardot
Soundscapes : Gaetan Bulourde
Rhythm and musical analysis : Michel Debrulle
Video : Lucas Racasse
Light design : Jean-François Dubois
Set design and costumes : Frédérique de Montblanc
Duration : 50 mins

PRODUCTION
XL Production, in co-production with Théâtre Les Tanneurs
The piece was created with the financial support of Fédération Wallonie Bruxelles/ Dance department.
Project partners : Grand studio (Brussels / Belgium)
Maria Clara Villa Lobos is currently artist in residence in Théâtre Les Tanneurs in Brussels.



Pertinent and disturbing, the questions raised by « Mas-Sacre », 
confirm MCVL’s rather rare position, of a choreographer who 
cultivates in her practice a critical gaze upon society.

~ MARIe BAuDeT, LA LIBRe BeLGIque ~

MCVL knocks hard, very hard, cutting into the « fat » of the food 
industry, with a deliberately provoking piece...

~ CATheRIne MAkeReeL , Le SOIR ~

PRESS EXTRACTS

Radical and engaging, the piece by MCVL is a feast of subversion 
and modernity !...
It’s funny, it’s cruel, it’s beautiful and puts us spectators face to 
face with our responsibility as blinded consumers...

~ DeLPhIne MICheLAnGeLI, ZIBeLIne ~

MCVL manages here to create something fascinating, both 
political, terribly funny and very beautiful.

~ JeAn LuC PORqueT, Le CAnARD enChAîné ~



Crew on tour :

•	 4 dancers
•	 2 techniciens

•	 1 choreographer (optional)

BASIC TEChNICAL 
ELEMENTS
(for a detailed technical rider please contact the company)

Stage diMenSionS :

•	 stage depth : 12 m  
(necessary for retro-projection)  

•	 stage width : 10 m or more
•	 height : 6 m 

Set up tiMe / Set down :

(depending on the local conditions, the set up 
time can vary)
•	 Approximate set up time : 8 hours / 1 

full set up day is preferable if rehearsals 
before the show are necessary

•	 Set down : 4 hours

Set and otherS :

•	 The set is composed by plastic curtains 
which form a rectangle all around stage

•	 The back drop is a screen brought by the 
company (7 m wide x 3,7 m high)

ContaCt 
TeChnICAL DIReCTOR
Jean-François Dubois
jefdubois@gmail.com
+32 476 985 484

•	 Grey dance carpet is necessary
•	 A video projector of 5000 lumens is required 
(both can be eventually brought by company 
when transportation by van is possible)



Maria Clara Villa-Lobos was born in Brasilia, 
Brazil in 1972 . Globe trotter since the age of 
3, she leaves for East Berlin in 1989 to study 
ballet and modern dance at the « Staatliche 
Ballettschule Berlin ». After graduating, she 
works as a free-lance dancer in Europe, 
dancing with Caprioli Dance co and Rui Horta 
from S.O.A.P.
She is then selected for the first year of 
P.A.R.T.S, the famous contemporary dance 
school in Brussels, directed by Anne Teresa De 
Keersmaeker.

the Choreographer

MARIA CLARA 
VILLA LOBOS 
(MCVL) 

She works then for different choreographers 
such as Willi Dorner, Christine De Smedt and Les 
Ballets C. de la B., Sasha Waltz, Thomas Lehmen 
and Tino Seghal amongst others while creating 
her own projects since 1997 with short pieces 
such as Home sweet home and Trio.
In 2002 MCVL sets up her own structure, “ XL 
Production” and she has since then been mainly 
active as a choreographer. Her work has been 
presented in renowned theatres and festivals 
such as Impuls Tanz in Vienna, Panorama festival 
in Rio de Janeiro, Bienal de dança in Fortaleza, 
FID in Belo Horizonte, Théâtre de la Bastille 
in Paris, Les Hivernales, Théâtre des Doms in 
Avignon, The Place in London or Dansens Hus in 
Stockholm, amongst many others.
Since 2000, she has also been a frequent 
collaborator of “Bal Moderne”, creating several 
short choreographies in that frame.
She is also a certified Iyengar yoga teacher and 
teaches regularly dance and yoga to children at 
Dancing Kids in Brussels.



Cultura nova (holland) :
07.09.14
Théâtre de Vénissieux :
Biennale de Danse de Lyon
25 > 27.09.14
espace Albert Camus :
Biennale de Danse de Lyon
30.09 > 03.10.14
Genk (Be) : 19 > 21.10.14
Eeklo (Be) : 26.10.14
Oudenaarde (Be) : 28.10.14
Beerse (Be) : 02.11.14
Asse (Be) : 03 & 04.11.14
Vilvoorde (Be) : 16.11.14

Bornem (Be) : 18.11.14
Waregem (Be) : 23.11.14
Festival EviDanse (CH) : 
28 & 29.11.14
Sint-Gilles-Waas (Be) : 02.12.14
Mechelen (Be) : 07.12.14
Maaseik (Be) : 14.12.14
Koksijde (Be) : 16.12.14
Dilbeek (Be) : 20.12.14
Lecce (IT) : les 05 & 06.01.15
Ville de Vernier (CH) : 
16 & 17.01.15
Luchtbal (Be) : 12.02.15
Wevelgem (Be) : 15.02.15

Ieper (Be) : 16.02.15
DansFabrik (Brest-Fr) : 
24 & 25.02.15
Teatro Crest (Taranto – IT) : 
01 > 03.03.15
Teatro Stabile di Udine (IT) : 
09 > 15.03.15
Théâtre du Vellein (Fr) : 
24 > 27.03.15 
Grand Angle, scène Rhône-
Alpes de Voiron (Fr) : 
31.03 > 02.04.15

XL PRODUCTION ON TOUR 
2014-2015

TêTES à TêTESMAS-SACRE
Premiere in Feb 2014 @ 
Festival Pays de danses in 
Belgium.

Théâtre Les Tanneurs /  
Brussels :  from 25th of Feb > 
March 1st 2014 
Les hivernales / Théâtre des 
Doms / Avignon : From July 
10th until July 20th 2014

Information about upcoming 
tours will be out soon, please 
check www.mc-villalobos.com
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CONTACT
XL Production

xlproduction@hotmail.com
www.mc-v i l la lobos .com
+ 3 2 ( 0 ) 4 9 8 / 3 3 . 8 8 . 8 9


